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Heer Lieutenant-Admural 


2 FE RUYTER; 


T ol THE 
States-General of the United-Provinces, 


Giving an Account of the 


Late Engagement 


Between him, and the 


FRENCH FLEET. 
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Tranſlated out of Dutch; as it was 
Printed at the Hague, 


In the Savoy, | 
Printed by Tho. Newcemb; 1676: 
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4 Letter from the Heer, earns Ba 
- ral de Ruyter, written tothe States-(e- 
"eral of the United Provinces, giving 
 . @n Account of the late Engapement, be: 
. "tween him. and the (Bice. leet, on zh 
| Coaſt of Sicily. 


Hgl and Mighty Lords, | 
| SIR Y Lords,” Since my laſt to yout 
. ol, AF Ne Jouk 3 RR Hr. and Mi.of the-1 © of Decem+ 
(ESC ALARN ber paſt, trom the Bay of Cal 
g2 lary , we ſafely incite the 20, 


J Wo E W; 
tz FS: = | l1 h 
Fr 24 TS ollowing in - the morning, 
MR Q with the greateſt part of your 
Ee "SCES Fleet, inthe Bay of Melaz%o, 
and by my Sectetary, made known:to the Marquis 
of Villa Franca, Viceroy of the Kingdom of Sicily, 
our arrival , with the offer of our ſervice. His 
Excellency did me the Honour -that very. after- 
noon, to come and viſit me on board my-Ship, 
and' to bid me welcome; asT the next day, gave my 
Self the Honour to return his Excellencies Viſie.” "In 
oth which Vitics,nothing of importance happened. 
I received his Excellency with alt Civilicy, and at 
his going away,gave him the reſpe& due to a Perſon 
of his high Qualicy ; and on the other fide, his Ex- 
ellency received me with the civilities required, 
n reſpe& ro your Hi. and Mi. amidſt the ms 
f the Canon of the Town,-and of the Caftle, and 
the ſame manner diſmiſt me with great courteſy, 
And that we might not here ſpend ourtime in 
vain, I thought fit, proviſionally,co appoint Capr. 
icholas Verſchoor, Rear- Admiral, for this Expe- 
tion, and £0 depen Facob Benkbout, and the 
| «A 23.” © --Gount 


Ca) 


Count of Stirum, aſſiſted by my Secretary, to the 
Marquis de Villa Fr ranca, to concert with his Excel- 
Jenicy ;whie Gugtis ro be abſt pcedihy uatrrcidr 
«glaſbtheko ' f Enemy; wich yonr; Hi, dag Mi. 
le an Vf al, 7. ta prels,: that as many 
Een Men.of W War ang ( ] ani if "att Wy) ble, 
be) J0Y he; d with) vs, "thar-fo we tmighir BÞ the 
Midler, In'c a veodfidetableforudof theEnes 
mies, -ſhould happen to meer ti3242 Sea; iwhere- 
upon, with the moſt forcible Reaſons, and by the 
importance, and neceſlity of the thing. his Extel- 
lency was finally pettwaged, upon the 31 of the 
laſt month, ro.conclude'; Thhr we ſhould "thy 
Hi:'and Mi. Fleet, paſs. the Fare of Meſſina, to. be 
off from the: Enemy, who cruiſed ro and fro, & 
tween the Cape De la Molina , and: the. Cape 4 
AArme, all horn deſigned to Meſſe, while bis ES 
pellency; in, the mean time, gave Order ; that the 
Speniſh Men of War lying, at Paleryeo, -under the 
Command of the Prince of Monteſarchiefhould, wit 
all ſpeed,be got ready;adding,in the interim, unde 
yottr,Hi.and Mi.Flag,the Spaniſh man of war,named 
Neftra Sigrors del Roſario, mounted with 50 Guns 
and 2a0 Men, Commanded by Capt. de Saye; witt 
9:Gallics, Commianded by Don Beltraz de Gawarr, 
Liewtenant, and Governour-General 'of the Neopol 
lithn Gallies. The night, between the 3 1paſt,and thi 
rinftant, the ViterAdwiral de Haen, with the nia« 
Slupsundet his Command, who on the 8th of Now 
laſt,: was. ſeparared from us-in a Storm, happil 
Joy. yned us'1n the Bay of Melazz0; and thereupon 
the-nighe of the ſaid x iatanc, we ſer fail rogether 
taking-our courſe along. the: Coaſt, towards 'thi 
Strewht-of Meſſi, wok intention. to. pals thi 
ſaid Streight, and afterwards the faid. appointed 
mt ES 1 between the; Cape de Ir Molina, anc 
.Capd del Arme; but'in the Jatter part of the night] 
re, wasvery calm, and the next day, the wind prov] 
ed contrary. . * "BW 
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of them , being Thirty Sail , counting a Polacke and 
f B | 


(5s) NOE) 
* The Second inſtant in the Morning, very early, the 
Spaniards in our fight , Attacked a ſinall place called 
Tbi/o, which was Manned with French and Rebels, 
and after rhree hott s diſpure, took it, with the lo's of 
ten Men,and ſome Wounded, and on the {ide of the 


Enemy , abont fixty Killed, helides Wounded , and 


teventy taken Priloners, among which was a Collonel, 
a Milaneſe by Birth, who had quitred the Spanilh Ser- 
vice: In the mean time, the Marquis de Villa Franca, 
Viceroy of theIfſandof Sicily aforeſaid , ſent ſeveral 
Feluccas to the Fare, (where we continued Cruiſing 
nll the fifth inſtant) witch advice, that a conſiderable 
Fleer of the Enemies Ships, were Sailed from Thoxlon, 
for the Succouring of Meſſena ; and that they bad been 
firſt ſeen by thole of Leghorne, and afterwards from 
the Iſlands lying before the ſaid Kingdom of Sicily , 
andlately'from the Iſle of Lipari, whereupon, (find- 
ing , that by realon of the ſaid contrary Winds, we 
could not come to pals the ſaid Streight, ) I reſolved to 
Tack the ſixth inſtant im the Morning, and to ſtand ro 


the Weſtward, to find 'outthe Enemy; we advanced 


that day , cloſe under the faid Iſland of Lipari , bur 
could not from our Shwds, as yet diſcover the Ene» 
my , notwithſtanding we had advice , by Barks and 
Felucca's from all fides, that the ſaid Enemies Fleet 


' was ſtill obſerved from the ſhoar. I endeavored to 


inform my ſelf , how the Enemy bore fromus, and 
which way they ſteered, that ſo we might bethe ſooner 
with them; the firſt they could well enough tell me, 
but in the Jatres, they did fo vary, that I was forced to 
ſend'off one of my Licutenants ina Felucca, with ſome 
of the moſt knowing Felucca Men, towards the Iſland 
Salinas, if poflible, to diſcover from the Hills, (which 
are very high) the Enemies courſe ; upon whole re- 
turn, we ſteered the night following Northwards to- 
wards them; the next morning , with the opening of 
the day,the Wind S. S.W. aſmal Gale, we got Fake 


« 
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a $.atie,aboug three miles from us;. and td oblige then 
to an Engagement yet thac day, ave, and all the Ships 
of your, Hi, and Mi. Fleet, put up all the Sail they 
could pollibly bear, the ſooner.to reach the Enemy , 
which welo far did, that ſome of the forwardeſt of 
them , were forced to furl fome of their Sails, and 
ro ſtay tor thole who were, ..zor ſo good Sailers ; 
keeping in the mean time, as near the Wind as was 
poſſible , to gain an advantage upon us; about three 
in the afternoon \I gave theſign, tothe end the head 
Officers, Captains, and Commanders , might, purſu- 
Ancro their general, and particular Ioſtcu&ions , pur 
themſelyes into their (ſeveral ſtations, as was according- 
Iy-done, bur in tfe-mean time the night came on; fo 
that I reſolved to: defer the Attack for that day, and 
to cal} the head;. Officers on. bord my Ship, ro bid 
them hold themſelves ready againſt the next day,be- 
ing the eighth inſtant, ro Attack. the Enemy , recom- 
mending to them, at the ſame time, that for the Love 
of their Country, ; and the ſooner to obtain an Hono- 
rable_ and Laſting Peace, -they would rake care of 
their Honor and Oath, which they all taking 1 me by the 
hand, unanimouſly romiſed. 

[ ſent: a. halfe Galley ( fo led) balfe way) be- 
tween us and the |" 42h obſerve them in the night, 
direing,the Capt. that ſo long as they held the ſame 
courſe with,us, he ſhould every Glaſs fire a Gun ; and 
in caſethe Enemy, bappenedto Tack, to retreat,ſhoat- 
ing all the way toys ;' rowards the Jatter part of the 
vight, the Wind increaſed, and blew {g hard from the 
IW. $..W.. that, not,only he. was; obliged . to quit. bis 
Poſt; bat likeyjle the/ other nine | Spauiſh, Gallies, 
who ſtood:: towards, Lipari, to.cover themſelyes.un- 
_ derthe ſhore: In che. laſt of. the, Night: watch, the 
Enemy -gave the ſiene to Tack, whereupon, i bw. 
wiſe gave the fignero Tack, at. break of. day, we .a- 
gain: got. ſight of zhem, they bearing; gloog, with gs, 
but the Wind had. ſharpened upon: us, {ix.PoIncs,. and 


Was 


Y * op 
p 5 £ 3 o Sa Re... * 4 ey 
”- . _ k Pore 4+ a __>_ S * 4 


X 7) . 

was; ſa. bare, that, the Enemy Lot, the Lots 

About 9.a clock, they being, in. good: Order, 'and 
well ranked, . came upon us like Sol tiers, as we cou- 
ragiouſly,, and likewile in good Order expefted, them, 
ſo that within ah hour after the foremoſt Ship s..0 
both ſides, began to fire upon each other, wich laſt: 
ed about three hours fo furiouſly, (thatT, never.in my 
life was in ſharper firing ). when. one of the Encmics 
Fireſhips, under the favour of the Smoak,and the-Can- 
non of their Vice- Admiral, came down upon us, bur 
we ſhot down his Maſts, and diſabled him, ſo that. the 
Captain was forced himſelf to, ſer fire .to her, for 
fear of her falling into our hands; about . halfe an 
hour after, a ſecond of the Enemies Fire- Ships had. her 
Maſts ſhot down, and was burnt z the Fight laſted 
with the Recr-Admiral Verſchoor, who had the Vag, 
and with us,till berween four and fivein the afternoon, 
and wich the Vice-Admiral de Haen,who had the Rear, 
and conſequently, came laſt, into the Fight, till dark 
night, which likewiſe parted them ;: with the ,ſetting 
of the Sun, a conſiderable Ship. of War of the Exe; 
mies ſunk in our f ighe, others will haye jt,, that there 
is a ſecond ſunk, which neither I, ,nor,any .of;my 
Ship ſaw ; after che Fight, the (aid Nine Galleys 6ame 
to us again, and continued with. us all che night. "Fhe 
head Officers and C aptains,of your Hj.-ayd.Mi. Fleet ; 
foughr bravely, and without ceaſing, as the Fnemy 
likewiſe did on their ſide ;. during the Fight it was ex: 
tream calm ;, we and all your Hi. and Mi..Fleet,..hath 
ſuffered great damage in,our Maſts, Tackle, and, Sails; 
The night paſt ,, we have þeen employed to purup 
_ [new States, to ſtop! Leaks, bryng:new Sauls.to, the Yards 

and to mend Gur Tackle,{o that we,angd moſt all, DAE 
, [other Ships, are in a condien to make head againſt th 
| BONEA who , i(as mugh as we can diſcern trom our 
ds, Jlye on bur Lee;but the weather is very calm, 
| Ho that we Gal not beable to get up with one another 
| [this day. > I | 
, | OM | | Captain 
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| "Cap fam Gillis Es commanding the Ship fe 
came Hs laſt night on boird me, 'and acquainted: 
that he had received one or more ſhots under wate 
and that he could not find the Leak, by which, mud 
water was come into his Ship, abd had wer all h 
Powder, and therefore deſired that we would ſend. 
Carpenter on board him , to helpto find it; weler 
the Captains Berkont , and Van Abcoude , with ol 
chiet Carpenter on board him, who heard the Leak 
but could not find it, wherefore I delired Don Beltra 
de Guavarra, Lacarenant* General of the ſaid Galley 
to. ſend ewo of his Galleys to towe the ſaid Shipr 
Eſſen to Palermo * or ſome other Port, as the win 
ſhould moſt favor, which” he immediately granted ;' 
likewiſe put into the hands of Captain Schey, an A6 
of Permiſſion , to get the ſaid Ship, into the firſt a 
moſt converient Port, and there ro repair the fame 
with all poſſible diligence ; ; and for the bertex execut 
on of this Order, the Commanders I oy as 
rentz Commanding a Snaw, and Facob Statlandter, | 
the Flayt , the Swarte Tas , are direfted ro keep wit 
the fad! Captain Schey, to afliſt himin all things. © 

This Morning Tcalled the Head Officers, Captain 
and Commanders on board me, toknow what damag 
| they had ſuſtained, and what they moſt wanted. _ 

The Reer-Admiral Verſchoor in the Fight yeſter 
day , flept in the Lordin the bedof Honor. W 
can fairly feethe Prince of Monteſarcht , with Nin 
Sail from onr Ship, ſothat by the help of God, 
hope to zoyn his ; Excellency yer thts day. © 

Wherewich , &c. in the Ship the Erendeih 
Sailing Weſtward of the Iſland Alibi, the oy 
Jamuary, 1676: 


Michiel 44. Ruger 
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